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Moving Up
Despite Loss, Ginepn shows he's a true contender
Fosted: Saturday September 10, 2005 623 PM; Updated: Saturday Septermber 10, 2005 6:23 P

MEW YORK (AP -- Rohby Ginepti akways had the talent. Mow he's finally getting the most out
of it.

Though Ginepri [ost to Andre Agassi in a five-setter Saturday, his run to the LS. Open
semifinals capped a breaktroudh summer. After swinning his second career title [ast month in
Indianapolis, Ginepd knocked off three seeded plavers — Mo, 29 Tommy Haas, Mo, 13 Richard
Gasguet and Mo, 8 Guillenmo Coria -- 1o reach the semifinals.

Agassi won B-4, 5-7, 6-3, 4-6, B-3.

"He's come a longway " said Agassi, who had never dropped a set to Ginepn in their previous
three matches. "If arything, | used to say that he was irresponsible with his talent. .. Mow, wou
really see his patience, his thought process out there. He's taking calculated risks, and he
knows when to lay off the ball, when to wark it, when to step up and take a chance.

"He's playing a ot smarer" Agassi added, "which doesn't give you those free points that make
the difference.”

Much has been expected of Ginepn since 2000, when hewas runner-up for the junior boys title
at the Qpen to Andy Roddick. But whether it was being away from home and his friends ar all
the tirme he spent on the ad, he was never ahle to capitalize on that potential.
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Much has heen expected of Robby
Ginepri since 2000, when he was runner-
up for the junior boys title at the Open to
Andy Roddick.




He climbed to Mo, 25 in the rankings on Feh. 2, 2004, but had plummeted back down to 103 on
July 4.

“I'wasn't reaching my goals and my potential in the game of tennis," said the 22-yearold, who
was horn in Marietta, Ga., and now ives in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. "I'm starting to realize to be the
biest, you have toswork your butt off every single day, and days can't go by where you're upset
about samething. Yoo can't et that affect the way wou play”

But things began turning around after a first-round loss at Wimbledon. The next month in
Indianapolis, he beat Roddick in the quarters on his way to winning the title. He made it to the
guarters in Los Andgeles and Cincinnat, where he beat Marat Safin to set up a meeting with Mao.
1 Hoger Federer.

Though Federerwon the semifinal match 4-6, 7-5, B-4, Ginepri made him works for it

He was even maore impressive at the Open, where he hecame the first man in the Open era to
play four straight five-setters.

"He had a wonderful toumarment,” said Francisco Montana, Ginepri's coach. "l think playing
Andre was an invaluable experience for REohby and he matured again, mare soin this match
than in the last couple of weeks.

He was down a set to Adassi twice, rebounding each time to even the match. Agassiwas finally
ton much in the fith set, breaking Ginepri and then holding serve to go up 5-2. Ginepn held his
owr before Agassi served out the match at lowve with a 1 20-mph ace.

“| can hang with any player," Ginepri said when asked what he learned at the Open. "l shouldn't
be infimidated or afraid to walk on the court with anybody. WMy confidence has been pretty high,
and rmy weark ethic has definitely bheen up there. With that said, it definitely enlightens the future
for me."

Hiz father also thought his perfomances this toumarment bode weell for kis future.

"“There was a little letdown because Robhy probably had his chances there, but Andre is Andre
and this iz Robly's first semifinal" Rene Ginepri said. "l think it's a great leaming experence for
hirm and | think he will nurure from it. Kodos to Raobby for getting here and it was awonderful
challenge "
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